ON   THE   LAGO   DI   GARDA

Now the change has come to pass. The individual man
is a limited being, finite in himself. Yet he is capable of
apprehending that which is not himself. *The proper
study of mankind is Man.* This is another way of saying,
'Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.' Which means,
a man is consummated in his knowledge of that which is
not himself, the abstract Man. Therefore the consum-
mation lies in seeking that other, in knowing that other.
Whereas the Stuart proposition was: *A man is consum-
mated in expressing his own Self.'

The new spirit developed into the empirical and ideal
systems of philosophy. Everything that is, is conscious-
ness. And in every man's consciousness, Man is great and
illimitable, whilst the individual is small and fragmentary.
Therefore the individual must sink himself in the great
whole of Mankind.

This is the spirituality of Shelley, the perfectibility of
man. This is the way in which we fulfil the command-
ment, *Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect.* This is Saint Paul's, 'Now I know
in part; but then shall I know even as I am known.'

When a man knows everything arid understands every-
thing, then he will be perfect, and life will be blessed. He
is capable of knowing everything and understanding every-
thing. Hence he is j ustified in his hope of infinite freedom
and blessedness.

The great inspiration of the new religion was the
inspiration of freedom. When I have submerged or dis-
tilled away my concrete body and my limited desires, when
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